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Books

Even the most committed
bibliophiles have to
occasionally take their heads

out of their books and venture into
the outside world. And spring is the
perfect time to go blinking into the
sunlight to enjoy a spot of browsing
and buying at the numerous open-air
second-hand bookstalls dotted
around the capital. Here are some of
our favourites.

North
Jon’s Books
Huge selection of classic, cult and
contemporary literary fiction; also
liberal arts. Book-buying is Jon’s
obsession and he certainly knows his
stock, so if you can’t find, ask – you

still may not get the book you’re after
but you’ll at least have had an
interesting conversation about it. 
Average price: £2.20 (paperback).
Holloway Rd (near Sainsbury’s).
Archway tube. Noon-8pm Thur; 
10am-5pm Sat.

Paddy’s Books
Paddy’s stock is updated weekly and
is a good collection of cult fiction,
literary classics, psychology, politics,
photography and art.
Average price: £2.20 (paperback).
Hampstead Community Centre, 
78 Hampstead High St, NW3 1RE
(www.hampsteadcommunitycentre.
blogspot.com). Hampstead tube.
10am-4pm Sat.

South Bank Book Market
A London institution. Many a happy
hour can be spent browsing the book-
laden tables here before a screening
at the BFI. Below we take a look at a
sample of the stalls.
Bob’s Books
Bob’s stock combines the ‘bread and
butter’ of populist fiction with ‘the
jam’ of rarer, more esoteric items.
Average price: £2-£3 (bread and
butter paperback). A first edition of
Salman Rushdie’s ‘Haroun and the
Sea of Stories’ will set you back £45.
Adam’s Books
Poetry, plays, Penguin first editions.
Also, populist and literary fiction.
Average price: £3-£4 (paperback).
Richard’s Books
Antiquarian books, maps and prints. 
Average price: £10 (hardbacks).
Rarer titles include an 1856 first
edition of ‘William Drummond’s
Poetical Works’ at £40.
South Bank, outside BFI. Waterloo
tube/rail or Embankment tube.
10.30am-6pm daily.

East
Terry’s Books
Lovely large range of 1950s Penguin
Classics (if you’re a collector of this
era, Terry’s your man), plays,
detective fiction, modern classics.
Average price: £2.50. 
Old Spitalfields Market, 105a
Commercial St, E1 6BG
(www.visitspitalfields.com).
Liverpool St tube/rail. 10am-3pm
Wed; 9am-5pm Sun.

Andy’s Books
Extensive collection of literary and
hard-to-find cult classics (Nabokov
fans are particularly well catered for).

Andy also specialises in
philosophy, journalism and
European and African titles,
and knows his stuff when it
comes to his stock.
Average price: £3.95
(paperback). More esoteric
items include Brion Gysin
titles, around £70-£80.
Situated outside 206 Brick
Lane. Liverpool St tube/rail
or Aldgate East tube.
10am-4.30pm Sun.

West
Neil’s Books
Contemporary and classic literature,
visual arts (especially photography),
travel guides. 
Average price: Paperbacks are an
absolute bargain at £1.50. And not
only this, but each book comes with 
a ‘Didn’t enjoy it? Bring it back!’
guarantee.
Portobello Rd, underneath the
Westway. Ladbroke Grove tube.
11am-6pm Thur; 9.30am-6pm Fri;
11am-6pm Sun.

The Hardback Collector
Antique hardbacks only, this stall is
aimed firmly at the serious collector. 
Prices: £5-£45. 
Portobello Road Market
(www.portobellomarket.org). 
Notting Hill Gate tube. 9am-5pm Fri
(opposite All Saints Rd), Sat (inside
the Good Fairy indoor market). 
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Reading in the
recession
Tired of  the three-for-two tyranny of the high
street? Let Wayne Gooderhamguide you
around London’s second-hand bookstalls

South
Alex’s Books
Illustrated art-related hardbacks,
modern classic and bestselling fiction.
Average price: £2 (paperback), art
books anything between £3 and £50.
Clocktower Market, 166 Greenwich
High Rd, SE10 8NN
(www.clocktowermarket.co.uk).
Cutty Sark DLR. 7am-5pm Sat & Sun.

Kurt’s Books
Novels, history, Holocaust, art,
classics, esoterica. Kurt’s stall is just
a small sample of his stock, and if
there’s a specific book you’re after he
will happily delve into his extensive
private collection and get back to you.
Average price: Two for £5 deal on
paperbacks. 
Greenwich Market, SE10 9HZ
(www.greenwichmarket.net). Cutty
Sark DLR. 9am-5pm Sat, Sun and
bank holidays.

Jon Privett and Star at Jon’s Books,
Holloway Rd (main pic) and South
Bank Book Market stalls (below)
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